
Harry Bell Memorial Art Competition - Beersheba 100 years  

Preamble 

October 31, 2017 is the 100th Anniversary of the Light Horse charge which took place at 

Beersheba in Palestine.  This competition is to encourage students to study this lesser-known 

part of WW1 history and visually portray the ANZAC characteristics of mateship, courage, 

perseverance and sacrifice displayed by the Light Horsemen with special reference to the 

interaction of horses and riders in World War 1.  

The Battle of Beersheba  

After trekking through the desert for 3 nights with little water, the town of Beersheba on the 

eastern flank of the of the Turkish Line stretching from Gaza had to be taken in one day to 

capture the water supply for the men and horses. The British bombarded the trenches in the 

morning, the New Zealanders fought gamely to take the high point of Tel el Saba, but by 

mid-afternoon the town was still strongly held.  General Chauvel opted for a do-or-die charge 

with two regiments of Australian Light Horse (about 800 men and horses).  They charged 6 

km over open rocky ground in the full face of the entrenched Turks, artillery and machine 

gun fire and German bomber aircraft, jumping the trenches and galloping into town just 

before most of the mined wells could be blown up.  Against incredible odds only 31 were 

killed, 36 injured and 70 horses died.  Their reckless courage stunned the opposition and 

secured their place forever as ‘the last great cavalry charge in history’.  This was the pivotal 

event in a largely successful campaign in the Sinai, Palestine and Syria which led to the 

collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the re-writing of the map of the Middle East. 

136,000 horses went to war and only one returned.  There were 32,000 Australian men and 

40,000 horses in the Palestinian campaign and the casualties were 1,394 dead and 4,851 

wounded.  This competition seeks to remember them as special centenary tribute.  It is named 

after Harold Thomas Bell (alias Wickham) who enlisted in the Light Horse at 16 years old 

(claiming to be 21), joined the troops just before Beersheba, died from wounds to his leg 

from the charge and is buried in the Beersheba War Cemetery. 

Theme - Mates 

The contribution of the ANZAC horses and riders in WW1  

Prizes 

First Prize: A Trip for the winning student and an accompanying adult to the Light Horse 

Commemorations at Be’er Sheva in Israel on October 31, 2017. Value approx $11,000 -

$12,000. 

Second Prize: A signed limited edition print of choice from the Light Horse collection of 

Jennifer and Ron Marshall – Value $500 

Third Prizes: 2 x Light Horse Slouch Hats with Emu feathers – Value $250 each 



Honourable Mentions: 6 prizes of Light Horse memorabilia 

All finalists will have their work displayed at Caulfield Race Course on August 19, 2017. 

Thereafter it is hoped they will be displayed at an RSL or similar venue until October 31. 

Who can enter? 

The competition is open to Australian, New Zealand or Israeli citizens living in Australia 

currently in school years 9-10. The work must be an original, unassisted artwork completed 

during the school years of Years 9 or 10 and not entered in any other competition. 

When do entries close? 

Entries open on April 1 and close at 5pm on June 30. 

Further information and entry forms can be downloaded from the website 

http://www.beersheba100.com.au/  

Enquiries: Jill watchmen777@optusnet.com.au or 0431 403 843. 

Terms and Conditions 

Contributors 

The competition is a joint partnership between Australia Israel Chamber of Commerce, 

Shekinah Tours, Beersheba 100 committee, Jewish National Fund, Melbourne Racing Club, 

and The Jericho Cup.  

What kind of art? 

The work must be an original artwork completed during the school years of Years 9 or 10 and 

not entered in any other competition.  Entrants will be required to sign a declaration stating 

the same and validating their eligibility to compete. 

Two dimensional painting, drawing or collage or photography.  The work must be framed or 

on a stretched canvas. Maximum size 1m x 1m and minimum 30cm x 40cm. 

The initial selection will be from a photograph of the work (submitted via the website as a 

jpeg, tif, pdf or png file, maximum size 7MB).  The finalists will send their original work at 

their own expense for postage and insurance to Harry Bell Memorial Art Competition, PO 

Box 54, Kerrimuir, Vic 3129. 

Entrants are encouraged to include an explanation of their work and why they decided to 

enter the competition (Max 200 words). 

How many? 

Entrants can submit a maximum of 2 works. 

Judging 

http://www.beersheba100.com.au/
mailto:watchmen777@optusnet.com.au


The judges will select 20-30 finalists, depending on the number and standard of entries.  

There will be ten prizes - one first prize, one second prize and two third prizes and six other 

awards.  All finalists will receive a certificate.  The winning entries will be exhibited at ‘Back 

to Caulfield’ Beersheba Commemorative Event on August 19, 2017 (and from Aug 20-Oct 

31 at an RSL or similar venue).  Finalists must agree for their works to be exhibited during 

this period. 

Should the number of entrants not exceed 100, or the standard of the work not meet the 

expected standard, the committee reserves the right to not award a prize or award a prize of 

lesser value.  In the case of the winner being unable to travel to the Israel, an alternative prize 

may be arranged of up to $2,500 value. 

The judges for the final will be renowned Light Horse artist, Jennifer Marshall (QLD) and 

military artist, Ian Coate (WA). 

The decision of the judges will be final and no correspondence about the decision will be 

entered into. 

Prizes 

First Prize: A Trip for the winning student and an accompanying adult to the Light Horse 

Commemorations at Be’er Sheba in Israel on October 31, 2017. Value $11,000-$12,000.   

Second Prize: A signed limited edition print on canvas, choice from the Light Horse Art 

collection of Jennifer and Ron Marshall – Value $500 (see www.lighthorseart.com.au) 

 

Third Prizes: Light Horse Slouch Hat with Emu feathers – Value $250 each 

Other awards – Light Horse related memorabilia 

Entrance Fee 

There is an entrance fee of $20 which must accompany the Entry Form.  This can be paid 

directly into the account on the website and must have your name beside it.   

Criteria for judging 

Technical skill, emotional impact, historical accuracy, originality 

Notification of winners 

Finalists will be notified by July 15.   

Sale or return of works 

Finalists may suggest a price for their work for interested buyers.  The works will be returned 

after the exhibition period at the entrant’s expense.   

Duty of Care 

http://www.lighthorseart.com.au/


Due care will be taken of submitted works, but the exhibits are accepted at the owners risk.  

The organising parties cannot be held responsible for loss or damage, however caused. 

Authority to use works for advertising and promotional purposes 

The finalists must give permission for their work to be photographed and used for 

advertising, promotional and display purposes over the web and in print during the exhibition 

period. 

Special Note 

This competition is not to be used as a political statement.  No offensive images or comments 

will be tolerated.  It is to be a depiction of our ANZAC history. 

Recommended resources 

The Light Horseman movie 

Australian War Memorial https://www.awm.gov.au/ 

Australian Light Horse Association http://www.lighthorse.org.au/   

http://www.beersheba100.com.au/ (Sinai, Palestine and Syrian campaigns) 

http://www.lighthorseart.com.au/ (Paintings) 

AIF Project https://aif.adfa.edu.au/aif/  (to search for people) 

http://alh-research.tripod.com/Light_Horse/  (much general information on Light Horse) 

Books 

Curry, J., Victory – Beersheba 100th Anniversary, Willdeer, 2016   

Daley Paul, Beersheba - A Journey through Australia’s forgotten war, Melb Uni Press, 2009 

Idriess, I., The Desert Column The Discovery Press, 1932. 

Gullett, H., Official History of Australia in the War of 1914-1918. Vol V11, Sinai and 

Palestine. Angus and Robertson, 1923. 

Hill Alec, CHAUVEL of The Light Horse, Australian Military History Publications, 1978 

Jones Ian, The Australian Light Horse, Time-Life Books, (Australia), 1987 

Mather, J., War Horses – Hoof Prints in Time, Bookbound Pub, 2012 

Mather, J., Forgotten Heroes – The Australian Waler Horse, Bookbound Pub, 2012 

Mitchell Elyne, LIGHT HORSE- The Story of Australia’s Mounted Troops, The McMillan 

Company of Australia 1978 

Perry, R., Bill the Bastard - Allen and Unwin, 2012. 

Starr, Joan, From The Saddlebags at War-Australian Light Horse Association Ltd, 2000 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/
http://www.lighthorse.org.au/
http://www.beersheba100.com.au/
http://www.lighthorseart.com.au/
https://aif.adfa.edu.au/aif/
http://alh-research.tripod.com/Light_Horse/


ENTRY FORM – Harry Bell Memorial Art Competition 

The $20 entrance fee must accompany submission of this form via Paypal or Credit card. 

 

First Name _______________________ Surname (Block Letters) ___________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________ State ____________ Postcode _______________ 

Telephone _______________________________________ 

Email __________________________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth ________________________ Citizenship __________________________ 

Title of Work ____________________________________________________________ 

Medium ________________________________________________________________ 

Size  ______________________________ Sale Price ____________________________ 

 

Statutory Declaration (each state has its own form) 

I _____________________________________ of ____________________________ 

Declare and affirm that: 

1. I am an Australian, New Zealand or Israeli citizen 

2. I am currently in Year 9 or 10 at school 

3. The work presented is my own, unassisted original work completed while in school 

years 9 or 10 

4. I accept and agree to abide by all the terms and conditions of this competition 

 

 ____________________________ (Print name)   __________________________(signature) 

Declared at __________________________ (place) on ______________________ (date) 

The witness (school teacher or principal) to sign that the entrant is eligible to enter, confirm 

the identity of the entrant, and validate that the work is the entrant’s own original, unassisted 

work. 

____________________________ (Print name)   __________________________(signature) 

 

_________________________________________ (School) _________________ (date) 


